[Methadone substitution in national public health care in Germany--patients, indications, physicians. Results of a survey of public health service facilities].
Subject of this paper is methadone-maintenance given by office-based physicians in Germany in the framework of the statutory health insurance (SHI). Results of a survey of the associations of SHI-accredited physicians are presented, comprising the number of substituted patients, the distribution of indications and the number of the physicians engaged in this field. The results are presented under regional aspects and discussed. It was ascertained that in respect of the number of substituted patients, the increasing trend continues.